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from the Legislative Council of the Governor-General. The
Bengal Legislature then consisted of some ex-officio members,
the other members being appointed by the lieutenant-Governor,
who was also the President. They were partly European and
partly Native, official and non-official; their number was small,
being limited to thirteen. One or two would be chosen
from among the European members of the Chamber of Com-
merce or of the Trades Association, and some few from
among the Native noblemen or gentlemen of Bengal. It was
quite possible for an independent member to bring in a bill;
but this was rarely done. In the main it was the duty of
Government to propose all the laws; and the bills were brought
forward by the officials who were members of the Council. The
Act of Parliament, when constituting this local legislature, gave
it full power to legislate for everything requiring legislation, save
certain specified matters. But as its Acts required the assent
of the Governor-General before becoming law, the Government
of India had full control and would not allow it to legislate in
respect to anything for which the Governor-General's Council
had legislated. Thus there were many restrictions upon its
proceedings; even with this limitation, however, there was an
extensive field open for its operations relating to the internal
affairs of Bengal. The Native members took great part in the
discussions, and their speeches were criticized by the public
outside. Thus the Native community was induced to take
an interest in framing the laws under which they lived.

Among the Native members the most useful in my time was
Kristo Das Pal, and if there was such a thing as the functions
of a legitimate opposition they were ordinarily exercised by
him. The proceedings being conducted in English he was a
good speaker, with a very correct pronunciation, and more fluency
than most Englishmen; as a debater, too, he was ready and
acute. He was, on the whole, next after Sir Madhava Eao,
mentioned in chapter XIII., the best-informed Indian whom
I have ever known; his assistance in legislation was really
valuable; and in public affairs he had more force of character
than any Native of Bengal He belonged to a caste below that